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Plant breeding innovation: A Concept Paper 

Dr. Bernice Slutsky, Senior VP International & Domestic Policy, America Seed Trade 
Federation. Chair of the International Seed Federation Plant Breeding Innovation Working 
Group, USA 

Internationally, there is a patchwork of national GMO regulations. Some countries regulate 
specific technologies through GMO definitions. Other countries regulate based on the 
characteristics of the final product. Additionally, definitions for ‘GMO’, ‘biotechnology’, 
‘genetic engineering’ and ‘bioengineering’ are not consistent across countries. Due to these 
differences, products developed through the latest plant breeding methods may be subject 
to different requirements for pre-market assessments and other requirements. Consistent 
policies among governments for products of the latest plant breeding methods, such as 
gene editing, would facilitate the development and uptake of advanced, innovative breeding 
applications by both industry and public breeders in developed and developing countries. 
The seed industry is therefore focused on achieving a consistent approach among 
governments to the scope of regulatory oversight for products of plant breeding innovation. 
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