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Purpose of the Project 

To support business activities of the food industry in Asia (China, Korea, ASEAN 

countries and India) and to strengthen their international competitiveness. 

 

Description of the Project 

To contribute to the promotion of smooth business within the Asian region by 

conducting an investigation on possible harmonization or integration of food 

standards and/or methods of analysis, and organizing an opportunity for dialogue with 

experts from the countries concerned. 

 

Summary of the Research 

In order to expand distribution of food ingredients and food products in the Asian 

region, commodity food standards on major food categories and methods of analysis 

were investigated. Based on the results, their differences and points to be considered 

for their possible future harmonization or integration were extracted.  

 

Countries surveyed  

In the light of marketability, such as population, business potential in Asian countries, 

the investigation covered the countries of China, Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, 

Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam (8 countries). 

 

Food Categories Investigated 

Designing the investigation program, the first pilot formats covered instant noodles, 

carbonated soft drinks, prepared frozen foods and food additives. 

 

Method of Investigation 

The investigation program was designed by ILSI Japan and was conducted in 

cooperation with ILSI's international network, namely ILSI branches in China, Korea 

and Southeast Asia Region (ASEAN countries). 
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The mandatory commodity food standards is part of the food regulatory framework in 

China, in which the Food Safety Law plays a key role together with some other 

related laws including the Agriculture Product Safety Law, the Product Quality Law, 

and the Standardization Law.  There are mainly seven ministries that are engaged in 

food safety management, overseen and coordinated by the Food Safety Committee of 

the State Council.  

 

The mandatory commodity food standard system in China consists of fundamental 

(horizontal) standards and category/product standard, the former includes the General 

Labeling Standard for Prepackaged Food, the Standard for Use of Food Additives, the 

Standard for Maximum Levels of Contaminants in Foods, the Standard for Maximum 

Levels of Mycotoxins in Foods, the Standard for Maximum Residues Limits for 

Pesticides in Foods, and etc.  The latter includes the standards that states the hygiene 

requirements and quality specifications for specific food category or products, such as 

the Hygiene Standard for Fresh (Frozen) Meat of Livestock, the Hygiene standard for 

Grains, the Hygiene Standard for Quick Frozen and Pre-packed Food Made of Wheat 

Flour and Rice, General Standards for Beverage, Hygiene Standard for Carbonated 

Beverage, Hygiene Standard for Instant Noodle, and so on.  It should be pointed out 

that some recommended industry quality standards could become mandatory as cited 

by some food regulations.  

 

Five case-studies are used to illustrate the food standard system in China. 
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Each country in the ASEAN region has a unique food regulatory system that is 

different from one another. While some countries have a single food authority that 

controls food safety and quality from farm-to-table (Malaysia and Singapore), others 

have multiple agencies that regulate specific aspects of food products depending on 

the stage of production from primary production to processed foods (Indonesia, 

Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam). Nevertheless, there are also some similarities 

between regulatory systems, such as the existence of a „general food law‟ enacted by 

the main legislative bodies in each of the countries, which are described below:  

 

Indonesia: Act of the Republic of Indonesia No. 7 of 1996 on Food 

Malaysia: Food Act 1983 

Philippines: Food, Drug and Devices, and Cosmetics Act  

Singapore: Sale of Food Act 

Thailand: Food Act B.E. 2522 1979 

Vietnam: Law No. 55/2010/QH12 of June 17, 2010 on Food Safety 

 

In relation to standards, most countries have both mandatory standards and voluntary 

standards. In some countries, mandatory standards can be developed by the main food 

authority in the country (Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam), but in 

others it can be set by the main standardization body (Indonesia). Nevertheless, 

voluntary standards can often be made mandatory if it is used as a reference in 

regulatory processes. 

 

With the goal of reaching an ASEAN Economic Community by 2015, countries in the 

region are currently in the process of harmonization of food standards in the region. 

Harmonization of these food standards will not only be able to stimulate trade and 

economic cooperation between countries, but it will also be able to provide a uniform 

level of public health protection in relation to food safety among ASEAN countries, 

which can further lead to improved food security for all in the region. 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 












































